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CATALEPSY  IN  A  CHILD  THREE  YEARS  OLD. 


By  a.  JACOBI,  M.D., 
Clinical  Professor  of  Diseases  of  Children  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  of  New  York. 


Fannie  C,  aged  three  years ;  admitted  to  Mount  Sinai  Hospital,  New 
York,  September  4,  1879.  Some  weeks  previous  to  her  admission  she 
suffered  from  headache,  lor  which  she  was  given  castor  oil.  Diarrhoea 
then  set  in,  and  continued;  at  her  admission  her  pulse  was  136,  respira- 
tion 30,  and  temperature  lOSf  °  F.  The  tongue  was  red  at  its  edges  ;  the 
spleen  was  enlarged ;  she  had  roseola,  very  slightly  tympanites,  and  diar- 
rhoea. These  symptoms  of  her  typhoid  fever  continued  for  some  time, 
with  a  temperature  ranging  from  105°  down  to  101°  F.  She  coughed  a 
good  deal. 

September  10th.  It  was  recognized  that  she  had  whooping-cough,  and 
she  was  removed  from  the  ward. 

IGth.  It  was  noted  that  the  diarrhoea  was  better,  and  on  the  17th  she 
Avas  without  fever.  On  the  23d  her  pulse  was  stronger,  and  it  was  hoped 
that  she  would  then  go  on  to  recovery.  On  that  day,  however,  a  slight 
spasm  of  the  eyelids  was  noticed.  She  coughed  but  little,  but  cried  a  great 
deal.  There  were  rales  with  slight  dulness  at  the  right  apex.  At  5  P.  M. 
she  urinated  quite  freely,  the  twitching  continued,  and  her  pulse  was  102 
and  weak.  She  spoke  only  a  little,  but  cried  a  good  deal  during  the  next 
few  days. 

2Ath.  She  had  passages  which  contained  some  undigested  milk.  Her 
appetite  was  good,  and  she  took  milk,  soup,  egg,  etc. 

25th.  At  10  A.  M.  there  was  a  good  deal  of  twitching  of  the  lids,  and 
also  the  eyeballs  turned  upward,  tonically;  occasionally  there  was  diver- 
gent strabismus ;  but  in  the  night  she  slept  with  her  eyes  closed. 

When  the  arms  were  lifted  up  they  would  remain  in  any  position  in 
which  they  were  placed.  When  she  was  directed,  in  a  loud  voice,  to  drop 
the  arms  she  would  slowly  do  so.  Her  legs  were  in  a  similar  condition, 
and  would  remain  in  the  position  in  which  they  were  placed.  The  fourth 
finger,  taken  separately,  remained  extended  or  flexed  when  placed  in  either 
position.  The  arm  could  be  partly  extended,  partly  flexed  with  some 
force,  and  remained  in  that  position.  Still  there  was  some  voluntary 
action  left ;  for,  when  her  arms  and  hands  were  in  a  natural  position,  she 
would  attempt  to  take  a  penny  from  the  bedclothes.    Her  muscular  action 
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in  general  was  very  deficient.  When  she  was  set  up  in  bed,  her  head  fell 
forward,  and  then,  again,  when  the  arm  was  lifted  vertically,  it  would 
remain  in  that  position  for  minutes,  and  then  slowly  come  down.  During 
the  last  three  days  She  passed  a  large  quantity  of  urine,  with  a  specific 
gravity  of  1020.  Her  extremities  were  very  cold,  and  she  was  indifferent 
to  everything  about  her  ;  but  when  she  was  aroused  by  strong  impressions, 
even  the  twitchings  of  the  eyelids  would,  for  a  moment,  cease. 

27^/?.  The  patient  was  a  little  stronger,  and  sat  up  in  bed.  She  held 
her  head  erect  while  being  fed.  The  twitching  of  her  muscles  persisted. 
When  the  extremities  were  placed  forcibly  in  the  cataleptic  position,  reduc- 
tion was  attended  with  little  pain.  The  lower  extremities  were  less  ab- 
normal than  the  upper  ones.  She  could  stand  and  walk  two  or  three  steps. 
Sensibility  to  contact,  pain,  and  temperatures  entirely  lost.  A  needle 
could  be  run  through  the  skin  without  eliciting  any  evidence  whatever 
that  it  produced  pain  ;  tickling  the  soles  of  the  feet  yielded  only  slight 
reflex  movements  ;  the  patella  tendon  reflex  was  greatly  diminished  ;  her 
eyes  were  staring,  and  her  appetite  was  ravenous. 

2^th.  Easily  awakened  from  sleep;  one  passage  from  the  bowels;  an- 
swered questions ;  angesthesia  and  analgesia  persistent;  conjunctivas,  eye- 
balls, eyelashes  could  be  touched  without  giving  rise  to  twitching ;  sight 
good ;  appetite  ravenous,  and  swallowing  easy.  Pennies  occasionally 
taken  from  the  bedclothes ;  bowels  more  constipated  than  they  were 
yesterday. 

2^th.  Pulse  88;  respiration  26;  temperature  97°  F.  Less  twitching 
of  the  eyelids  ;  patient  appeared  brighter,  but  anassthesia  and  analgesia 
persisted,  and  the  arms  were  strongly  cataleptic  ;  appetite  continued  rave- 
nous ;  the  pupils  were  equal,  and  responded  to  light ;  the  urine  was  passed 
in  large  quantity,  and  had  a  specific  gravity  of  1020. 

^Oth.  Pulse  84  ;  respiration  30  ;  temperature  98°  F.  Two  stools  ;  a 
small  ulceration  existing  upon  one  arm  began  to  extend  ;  the  patient  was 
very  cross ;  the  Schneiderian  membrane  was  very  sensitive ;  slight  touch 
produced  sneezing. 

October  \st.  Pulse  92 ;  respiration  22  ;  temperature  99°  F.  The  cata- 
leptic position  of  arm  was  sustained  one  minute ;  there  was  no  twitching 
of  the  eyelids,  and  the  patient  appeared  brighter  ;  anassthesia  and  analgesia 
remain  unchanged.  When  an  arm  was  flexed  a  good  deal  of  strength 
was  required  to  extend  it.    Urinated  once  or  twice  every  hour. 

2d.  Loss  of  sensation  complete  ;  surface  of  body  and  extremities  warmer, 
quantity  of  urine  less,  and  strength  of  the  patient  increased. 

3rf.  When  an  arm  was  extended  or  flexed  it  dropped  at  once.  Reflex 
movements  on  pricking  with  needles. 

Ath.  Pulse  84;  temperature  99°  F.  Four  passages  from  the  bowels, 
for  which  tinct.  opii  camphorata  was  given  ;  anassthesia  and  analgesia  as 
before.    Four  more  passages. 

^th.  Cataleptic  position  held  out  one  minute.  Three  passages  from  the 
bowels,  and  opium  was  increased. 

1th.  Slept  well.  Passed  a  large  quantity  of  urine  ;  slight  reflex  move- 
ments bh  tickling  and  pricking  the  feet.  The  opium  was  suspended,  and 
camphor  arid  whiskey  given. 

8^^.  Less  diarrhoea,  and  surface  warmer.  Ulceration  on  arm  looked 
better.  Again  Schneiderian  membrane  and  conjunctiva  gave  reflex  move- 
ments on  tickling. 

9</i.  Patient  brighter ;  anaesthesia  and  analgesia  as  before ;  arm  and 
fingers  retained  cataleptic  position  forty -five  seconds ;  urine  1015  ;  no 
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albumen.  Pulse  76;  respiration  18;  and  temperature  99°  F.  A  good 
deal  of  strength  was  required,  on  the  part  of"  the  attendant,  to  overcome 
the  cataleptic  position  while  it  lasted. 

loth.  Pulse  regular ;  surface  warmer ;  feet  still  cold;  called  for  drink 
frequently,    Cataleptic  condition  unchanged. 

14:th.  Sat  in  a  rocking-chair. 

15th.  Asked  for  chamber.  On  tickling,  no  reflex  ;  no  patella  reflex. 
Cataleptic  condition  pei'sisted  to  a  slight  degree ;  no  twitching  of  the  eye- 
lids. 

After  this  time  the  general  condition  of  the  patient  improved,  and  at 
about  the  20th  of  October  the  cataleptic  symptoms  had  entirely  disap- 
peared. She  was  still  in  bed  November  5th,  but  sat  up  occasionally ;  her 
appetite  was  no  longer  ravenous  ;  urine  less  copious. 

The  child  recovered,  but  remained  anasmic  and  weak  longer  than  pa- 
tients recovering  from  typhoid  fever  are  liable  to  do. 

The  only  case  of  catalepsy  in  a  child  which  has  come  to  my  notice 
besides  the  one  reported  by  me  occurred  in  a  boy  of  thirteen,  who  suffered 
from  chorea  magna  during  the  space  of  two  years  before  he  died  in  an 
insane  asylum.  His  attacks  of  chorea  were  very  violent  indeed,  interrupted 
by  intervals  of  several  weeks,  in  which  both  his  convulsive  efibrts  and  his 
psychopathic  condition  would  improve,  and  would  alternate  sometimes 
with  brief  attacks  of  catalepsy,  with  but  partial  consciousness,  diminished 
or  destroyed  will  power,  and  the  waxy  flexility,  all  of  which  symptoms 
were  present  in  my  other  case,  and  are  claimed  to  be  those  of  the  morbid 
condition  under  consideration. 

The  literature  of  the  subject  in  general  is  by  no  means  inconsiderable, 
but  the  cases  observed  during  childhood  are  but  few  in  number.  In  his 
paper,  published  in  Gerhart's  Handh.  d.  Kinderh.,  vol.  v.  1.  p.  186  et  seq., 
Monti  quotes  but  eleven  cases  met  with  in  children,  male  and  female  in 
about  equal  numbers,  of  from  five  to  fifteen  years,  the  average  age  being 
nine  years.  I  know  of  no  case  previously  reported  of  a  child  of  three 
years ;  in  it  all  the  symptoms,  psychic  indolence,  normal  or  abnormal 
temperature,  cold  surface,  anaesthesia,  analgesia,  JiexihiUtas  cerea,  and 
diminished  patellar  reflex  (the  latter  is  frequently  intact)  were  found  com- 
bined. The  increase  of  urine  during  a  good  part  of  the  catalepsy  was  a 
remarkable  feature,  such  as  is  seen  in  hysteria  of  both  adults  and  children. 
But  while  it  contained  no  sugar,  and  nothing  abnormal,  except  large  quanti- 
ties of  phosphates,  it  had  the,  in  children,  unusual  spec.  grav.  of  1015— 
1020. 
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in  all  the  medical  centres  of  the  globe,  and  receives  by  mail  and  telegraph  prompt  and 
accurate  reports  of  Society  Meetings  and  other  matters  of  immediate  interest.  It  is  thus 
enabled  to  present  in  each  issue,  without  loss  of  time,  the  advance  of  knowledge  attained 
in  the  medical  sciences  during  the  previous  seven  days.  Ample  space  is  devoted  to 
News  Items  and  Correspondence  and  to  the  weekly  official  list  of  changes  in  the  Army 
and  Navy  Medical  Departments.  In  typographical  arrangement  everything  has  been 
done  to  economize  the  time  and  to  promote  the  comfort  of  its  readers.  The  subscription 
price  of  The  News  has  been  fixed  at  the  very  low  sum  of  Five  Dollars  per  annum. 


The  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences. 

A  Quarterly,  Published  on  the  first  days  of  January,  April,  July  and 
October,  each  Number  containing  over  800  large 
Octavo  Pages,  fully  illustrated. 

In  his  contribution  to  "A  Century  of  American  Medicine,"  published  in  1876,  Dr. 
John  S.  Billings,  U.  S.  A.,  Librarian  of  the.  National  Medical  Library,  Washington,  thus 
graphically  outlines  the  character  and  services  of  The  American  Journal — "The 
ninety-seven  volumes  of  this  Journal  need  no  eulogy.  They  contain  many  original  papers 
of  the  highest  value ;  nearly  all  the  real  criticisms  and  reviews  which  we  possess ;  and 
such  carefully  prepared  summaries  of  the  progress  of  medical  science,  and  abstracts  and 
notices  of  foreign  works,  that  from  this  file  alone,  were  all  other  productions  of  the  press 
for  the  last  fifty  years  destroyed,  it  would  be  possible  to  reproduce  the  great  majority  of 
the  real  contributions  of  the  world  to  medical  science  during  that  period." 

This  opinion  of  a  man  pre-eminently  qualified  to  judge  is  corroborated  by  the  great 
circle  of  readers  of  the  Journal,  which  includes  the  thinkers  of  the  profession  in  all  parts 
of  the  world.  During  coming  years  the  features  of  the  Journal  which  have  given  unal- 
loyed satisfaction  to  two  generations  of  medical  men,  will  be  maintained  in  their  vigorous 
maturity.   

Together,  The  American  Journal  and  The  Medical  News  contain  an  equivalent 
of  over  4000  octavo  pages,  in  which  duplication  of  matter  is  prevented  by  special  man- 
agement. They  will  be  furnished  together  at  a  commutation  rate  of  Nine  Dollars 
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